
Hope for Hossana
Thank You
Your support of the Hope for Hossana project is greatly 

appreciated. Because of contributions from generous 

donors like you, phase one of the school is now open. 

Below is a project update and current photos. Thank you 

for making the school a reality for the people in Hossana!

The Project
Hope for Hossana, a campus project located in Hossana, 

Ethiopia, is currently in the development phase. Plans 

include services and facilities for an elementary school for 

320 children, a pediatric clinic and care center, a women’s 

health clinic and guest house. This project will be 

completed in phases.

Phase one, an elementary school, was finished in 

September 2009. Two hundred full-time students are now 

attending classes. Included in this phase are classrooms, a 

library, school lunch program, clean water source and 

latrines. 

Hossana, Ethiopia
Hossana is located in the southern region of Ethiopia, 

about 3 hours by car from Addis Ababa. There are 

approximately 80,000 people living in the town and about 

50% are at or below the poverty level (between $65 and 

$85 USD per year). With very little support and 

infrastructure, the Hope for Hossana project will bring 

much needed services for an underserved population. 
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In December, the library was completed and is open to all 

students for use during school hours. The books are 

mainly for children at the primary level. The children 

enjoy the library and are not used to such a wide selection 

of books. Staff are working on teaching the children about 

how to properly handle and care for the books.

Future plans include opening the library to other users 

during after school hours and on weekends. A staff/ 

volunteer schedule to accomplish this is currently being 

created.

Flag raising on the first day of school –Sept. 30, 2009.

Parents celebrating the opening of the school. 

Parents actively participate in the school. There is a 

schedule for parents to come everyday and assist cooks in 

the feeding program by serving meals and washing dishes. 

They also help janitors clean the classrooms everyday. Two 

sessions of health education have been offered to parents.

The new library.

Thank you for your commitment to 
the children in Hossana, Ethiopia!

http://www.chsfs.org/?q=give-now/international-child-welfare/international-child-welfare
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CHSFS
Based in Saint Paul, Minn., Children’s Home Society & 

Family Services (CHSFS) builds and supports families so that 

children can thrive. Through a wide range of local, national 

and international services including adoption, counseling and 

education, CHSFS works to ensure that every child has 

security, opportunity, permanency and a loving family. 

International Child Welfare
Donations to our International Child Welfare 

program help provide food, schools, medical care, and other 

support for children where they live. And, support provides 

vocational training, improves facilities and expands services 

to benefit the entire community.

The meal program at the school is in operation. Each day 

150 students are provided with a nutritious breakfast and 

lunch; some children choose to eat at home during break. 

Typical meals are bread and tea for breakfast and injera

(traditional Ethiopian bread) served with wot (a spicy stew 

and staple diet) for lunch. 

Students in one of the classrooms.

Hossana School –classes are from 8:30 a.m. to 

3:30 p.m. with a two hour lunch time and recess.

New playground equipment is set-up on school 

grounds including a slide, swings and merry-go-round. 

Basketball and volleyball courts will soon be added.

Contact
Jennifer Thurston, 651.255.2319, jthurston@chsfs.org

Learn: chsfs.org | Give: supportchsfs.org | 
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